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Matthew 5:33-37
Three Main Points:
1) Vows are costly!
2) Don’t make vows!
3) Focus on the greater vow!
1) Vows are costly!
Judges 11:1-11:
Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was
Gilead; his mother was a prostitute. Gilead’s wife also bore
him sons, and when they were grown up, they drove
Jephthah away. “You are not going to get any inheritance in
our family,” they said, “because you are the son of another
woman.” So Jephthah fled from his brothers and settled in

the land of Tob, where a gang of scoundrels gathered
around him and followed him. Some time later, when the
Ammonites were fighting against Israel, the elders of Gilead
went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob. “Come,” they
said, “be our commander, so we can fight the Ammonites.”
Jephthah said to them, “Didn’t you hate me and drive me
from my father’s house? Why do you come to me now,
when you’re in trouble?” The elders of Gilead said to him,
“Nevertheless, we are turning to you now; come with us to
fight the Ammonites, and you will be head over all of us who
live in Gilead.”
Jephthah answered, “Suppose you take me back to fight
the Ammonites and the LORD gives them to me—will I really
be your head?”
The elders of Gilead replied, “The LORD is our witness; we
will certainly do as you say.” So Jephthah went with the
elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and
commander over them. And he repeated all his words
before the LORD in Mizpah.
Judges 11:29-40:
Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jephthah. He crossed
Gilead and Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of Gilead,
and from there he advanced against the Ammonites. And
Jephthah made a vow to the LORD: “If you give the
Ammonites into my hands, whatever comes out of the door

of my house to meet me when I return in triumph from the
Ammonites will be the LORD’s, and I will sacrifice it as a
burnt offering.”
Then Jephthah went over to fight the Ammonites, and the
LORD gave them into his hands. He devastated twenty
towns. Thus Israel subdued Ammon. When Jephthah
returned to his home in Mizpah, who should come out to
meet him but his daughter, dancing to the sound of
timbrels! She was an only child. Except for her he had
neither son nor daughter. When he saw her, he tore his
clothes and cried, “Oh no, my daughter! You have brought
me down and I am devastated.I have made a vow to the
LORD that I cannot break.”
“My father,” she replied, “you have given your word to the
LORD. Do to me just as you promised now that the LORD
has avenged you of your enemies, the Ammonites. But
grant me this one request,” she said. “Give me two months
to roam the hills and weep with my friends, because I will
never marry.”
“You may go,” he said. And he let her go for two months.
She and her friends went into the hills and wept because
she would never marry. After the two months, she returned
to her father, and he did to her as he had vowed. And she
was a virgin. From this comes the Israelite tradition that
each year the young women of Israel go out for four days to
commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.

2) Don’t Make Vows!
Matthew 5:33-37:
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long
ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows
you have made.’ But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all:
either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it
is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great
King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make
even one hair white or black. All you need to say is simply
‘Yes’ or ‘No;’ anything beyond this comes from the evil
one.”
James 5:12:
Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by
heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you need to say
is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned.
3) Focus on the greater vow!
Jeremiah 31:31-34:
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will
make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the
people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them
out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I

was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the
covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that
time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will
be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or
say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares
the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more.”
Hebrews 6:16-19:
People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the
oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument.
Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his
purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he
confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by two
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie,
we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us
may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an
anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus,
has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest
forever.

