12.17.17 | The Arrival of the King
Matthew 2:1-12
Genesis 3:14a, 15
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have
done this… 15 I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush
your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Genesis 1:28
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every
living creature that moves on the ground.”
Micah 5:2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”

Matthew 2:1-12
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the
time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem
2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.
5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
prophet has written:
6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from
them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too
may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and
the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until
it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another
route.
“A good journey begins with knowing where you are and
being willing to go somewhere else.”
- Richard Rohr
“This revelation did not come to them while they passively
waited; indeed, they had to strike out on a new kind of
journey in order to find what they were looking for.”
- Ruth Haley Barton
“In every heart, then, there is a ‘Little King Herod’ that wants
to rule and that is threatened by anything that may
compromise its omnipotence and sovereignty. Each of us
wants to be the captain of our own soul, the master of our
own fate.”
- Tim Keller
“This dark episode of King Herod’s lust for power points to
our natural resistance to, even hatred of, the claims of God
on our lives. We create gods of our liking to mask our own
hostility to the real God, who reveals himself as the absolute
King. And if the Lord born at Christmas is the true God, then

no one will seek for him unless our hearts are supernaturally
changed to want and seek him.”
- Tim Keller

