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Revelation 4-5
Revelation 4-5
4:1 After this I looked, and there before me was a door
standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard
speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I
will show you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I
was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in
heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat
there had the appearance of jasper and ruby. A rainbow that
shone like an emerald encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding
the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white
and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne
came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In

front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the
seven spirits of God. 6 Also in front of the throne there was
what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.
In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures,
and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The
first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox,
the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying
eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and
was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day
and night they never stop saying:
“‘Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God Almighty,’
who was, and is, and is to come.”
9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks
to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and
ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits
on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever.
They lay their crowns before the throne and say:
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being.”
5:1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the
throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with
seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a
loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the
scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept

and wept because no one was found who was worthy to
open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said
to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll
and its seven seals.”
6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain,
standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four
living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out
into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the
right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they
were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song,
saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and people and
nation.
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to
serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.”
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand
times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living

creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were
saying:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them,
saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell
down and worshiped.
A moment in God’s presence can answer a lifetime of
questions.
Worship reorients us to ultimate reality.
“There is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such
thing as not worshipping. Everybody worships. The only
choice we get is what to worship. And the compelling
reason for maybe choosing some sort of god or
spiritual-type thing to worship… is that pretty much anything
else you worship will eat you alive. If you worship money
and things, if they are where you tap real meaning in life,
then you will never have enough, never feel you have
enough. It's the truth. Worship your body and beauty and
sexual allure and you will always feel ugly. And when time

and age start showing, you will die a million deaths before
they finally grieve you. On one level, we all know this stuff
already. It's been codified as myths, proverbs, clichés,
epigrams, parables; the skeleton of every great story. The
whole trick is keeping the truth up front in daily
consciousness.”
- David Foster Wallace
“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too
strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling
about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is
offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is
meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too
easily pleased.”
- C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory
Westminster Shorter Catechism:
What is the chief end of man?
To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.
Modern Catechism:
What is the chief end of man?
To acquire stuff with the illusion that I can enjoy it forever.
“Worship is a meeting at the center so that our lives are
centered in God and not lived eccentrically. We worship so
that we live in response to and from this center, the living
God. Failure to worship consigns us to a life of spasms and

jerks, at the mercy and every advertisement, every
seduction, every siren… if there is no center, there is no
circumference. People who do not worship are swept into a
vast restlessness, epidemic in the world, with no steady
direction and no sustained purpose.”
- Eugene Peterson, Reversed Thunder
“Singing is praying twice.”
- Chance the Rapper
Mark 14:26
When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.
“I look at them and I marvel. Marvel on how we got through
all of this. How we got through it all, by what? Singing.”
- Dr. James Norris, History Detectives (PBS) - Season 6,
Episode 11: “Slave Songbook”

