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1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that
Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them
over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of
God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
“The real problem is this: the church of the Lord Jesus,
individually or corporately, tending to do the Lord’s work in
the power of the flesh rather than the Spirit. The central
problem is always in the midst of the people of God, not in
the circumstances surrounding them. If we do not want to
waste our lives, then we must understand the importance of
having a humble, quiet heart and the power of the Holy
Spirit.”
- Francis Schaeffer
1. We Must Receive from the Spirit
“At our first entrance into the school of waiting upon God,
the heart is mainly set on the blessings which we wait for.
God graciously uses our needs and desires for help to
educate us for something higher than we were thinking of.
We were seeking gifts; He, the Giver, longs to give Himself.”
- Andrew Murray

John 16:7
“But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going
away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you;
but if I go, I will send him to you.”
2. We Must Rely upon the Spirit
“Conservatives would rather work to reform church theology
and practice. Intellectuals doubt supernatural intervention.
Rationalists dismiss emotional enthusiasm. All convene
committees and organize campaigns. But few will plead for
revival.”
- Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Matthew 11:11
“Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
John 14:12
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do
the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do,
because I am going to the Father.”
3. We Must Relate to the Spirit
John 14:16-17
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom

the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will
be in you.”
Acts 3:19
“Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be
wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord.”

