
Heaven On Earth 
Part One: Paradox 

Matthew 6:19-21; 19:16-30 
James 5:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:1-5 



“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But store 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.”



Just then a man came up to Jesus and 
asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do 

to get eternal life?” 
 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” 

Jesus replied. “There is only One who is 
good. If you want to enter life, keep the 

commandments.” 
 “Which ones?” he inquired. 

Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal,



you shall not give false testimony, honor 
your father and mother,’ and ‘love your 

neighbor as yourself. ’” 
 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. 

“What do I still lack?” 
 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, 

go, sell your possessions and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 

Then come, follow me.” 



When the young man heard this, he went 
away sad, because he had great wealth. 

 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell 
you, it is hard for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell 

you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is 

rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 



When the disciples heard this, they were 
greatly astonished and asked, “Who then 

can be saved?” 
 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man 

this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” 

 Peter answered him, “We have left 
everything to follow you! What then will 

there be for us?” 



Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man 
sits on his glorious throne, you who have 

followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 

everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or wife or children 
or fields for my sake will receive a hundred 
times as much and will inherit eternal life. 

But many who are first will be last, and many 
who are last will be first.”



Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because 
of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has 

rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your 
gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will 
testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You 
have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The 

wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed 
your fields are crying out against you. The cries of 
the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord 

Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self- 
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day 
of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered 

the innocent one, who was not opposing you.



But mark this: There will be terrible times in the 
last days. People will be lovers of themselves, 

lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 

unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, 
without self- control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a 

form of godliness but denying its power. Have 
nothing to do with such people.



Paradox of Christ teachings:  

Lose your life and you find it 

Deny yourself and you gain a self 

Be last and you shall be first



Paradox of Heaven:  

When you focus on heaven,  
heaven breaks in 

When you live for heaven,  
heaven come to live here



“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal.”  

Matthew 6:19



“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal.”  

Moths - Nature 

Rust - Time 

Thieves - Humanity



There are two ways to have enough money: 
one is to acquire more; the other is to desire 

less.  

GK Chesterton



You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence.  

James 5:5 



‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is 
comforted here and you are in agony.’ 

Luke 16:25



For my own part, I have never ceased to rejoice 
that God has appointed me to such an office. 

People talk of the sacrifice I have made in 
spending so much of my life in Africa. Can that 
be called a sacrifice which is simply paid back 

as a small part of a great debt owing to our 
God, which we can never repay? Is that a 

sacrifice which brings its own blest reward in 
healthful activity, the consciousness of doing



good, peace of mind, and a bright hope of a 
glorious destiny hereafter? Away with the word 

in such a view, and with such a thought! It is 
emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a 
privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or 

danger, now and then, with a foregoing of the 
common conveniences and charities of this 

life, may make us pause, and cause the spirit to 
waver, and the soul to sink;



but let this only be for a moment. All these are 
nothing when compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in and for us. I never made a 

sacrifice. 

David Livingstone, Cambridge University, Dec 4, 1857


