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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him
all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that
which was his own, but his own did not receive him.
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but
born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:1-5, 9-14

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your
country, And from your relatives And from your
father's house, To the land which I will show you;
And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless
you, And make your name great; And so you shall
be a blessing; - Genesis 12:1–2

4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came
to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old,
and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a
king to lead[b]us, such as all the other nations have.”
6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the
Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to
you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have
rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the
day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day,
forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing
to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly
and let them know what the king who will reign over
them will claim as his rights.”

10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him
for a king.11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will claim
as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots
and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign
to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to
plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of
war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be
perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and
vineyardsand olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a
tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and
attendants. 16 Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle[c]
and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your
flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When that day comes,
you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the Lord will not
answer you in that day.”
19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a
king over us.20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead
us and to go out before us and fight our battles.”
21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the
Lord. 22 The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.”

“No!” they said. “We want a king over us. Then we
will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead
us and to go out before us and fight our battles.”

◦ Psalm 2 - A King Who Will Rule Over Those
Who Oppress Israel
◦ Psalm 45 - An Eternal King
◦ Psalm 72 - A King Who Rules In
Righteousness and Justice, Who Hears the
Cries of His People

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you
not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you,
we speak of what we know, and we testify to what
we have seen, but still you people do not accept
our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly
things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things?
– John 3:10-12

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah;
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.”
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in
heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
“Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to
you!”
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”

1-2 When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed
a hillside. Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed,
climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he sat down and taught
his climbing companions. This is what he said:
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of
you there is more of God and his rule.
4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to
you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.
5 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no
more, no less. That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners
of everything that can’t be bought.
6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God.
He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat.
7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’
you find yourselves cared for.

8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind
and heart—put right. Then you can see God in the outside world.
9 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate
instead of compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you
really are, and your place in God’s family.
10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes
persecution. The persecution drives you even deeper into God’s
kingdom.
11-12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time
people put you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to
discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close for
comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that
happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do!
And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in good
company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into
this kind of trouble.

What Jesus describes in the beatitudes is a
different way of being in this world, that reflects a
different king, and a different kingdom.

In short, we are the people of God, Christ is our
King, and we are commissioned by him to be a
blessing to the world.

O REX GENTIUM
O King of our desire whom we despise,
King of the nations never on the throne,
Unfound foundation, cast-off cornerstone,
Rejected joiner, making many one:
You have no form or beauty for our eyes,
A King who comes to give away his crown,
A King within our rags of flesh and bone.
We pierce the flesh that pierces our disguise,
For we ourselves are found in you alone.
Come to us now and find in us your throne,
O King within the child within the clay,
O hidden King who shapes us in the play
Of all creation. Shape us for the day
Your coming Kingdom comes into its own.

