
I Am The Good 
Shepherd

John 9:35-10:22



Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he 
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may 

believe in him.” 
Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the 

one speaking with you.” 
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped 

him. 
Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, 

so that the blind will see and those who see will become 
blind.” 

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this 
and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of 
sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt 

remains.



“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does 
not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in 
by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one 

who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 

and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 
and his sheep follow him because they know his 

voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 
they will run away from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this 

figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 
understand what he was telling them.



Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I 
tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All 
who have come before me are thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep have not 

listened to them. I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved. They 

will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that 

they may have life, and have it to the full. 



“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand is not the 
shepherd and does not own the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf 

coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. The man runs 

away because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep. 



“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me— just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father—and I lay down my 

life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not 
of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They 

too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one 
flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father 

loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down and authority to take it up again. This 

command I received from my Father.” 



The Jews who heard these words were 
again divided. Many of them said, “He is 
demon-possessed and raving mad. Why 

listen to him?” 
But others said, “These are not the 

sayings of a man possessed by a demon. 
Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

Then came the Festival of Dedication at 
Jerusalem. It was winter 

-John 9:35-10:22 



Layer 1-  
The immediate context 

and setting  
(John 9) 



Layer 2-  
Cultural Understanding 
of sheep/shepherding  



Isaiah 40:11 
He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

He gathers the lambs in his arms and 
carries them close to his heart; he 

gently leads those that have young. 

Psalm 23:1 
The Lord is my shepherd 



Layer 3 -  
Ezekiel 34 



You have not strengthened the 
weak or healed the sick or bound 

up the injured. You have not 
brought back the strays or 

searched for the lost. You have 
ruled them harshly and brutally.  

Ezekiel 34:4 



For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I Myself will search for 
My sheep and seek them out. 12“As a shepherd cares for his 
herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I 

will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places 
to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 13“I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 

countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the 

inhabited places of the land. 14“I will feed them in a good 
pasture, and their grazing ground will be on the mountain 
heights of Israel. There they will lie down on good grazing 

ground and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15“I 
will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest,” declares the 

Lord GodOD. 16“I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind 
up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the 

strong I will destroy. I will feed them with judgment.  
Ezekiel 34:11-16 

http://biblehub.com/ezekiel/34-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezekiel/34-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezekiel/34-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezekiel/34-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/ezekiel/34-16.htm


Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them, “Behold, I, 
even I, will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 

sheep.“Because you push with side and with shoulder, 
and thrust at all the weak with your horns until you have 
scattered them abroad, therefore, I will deliver My flock, 

and they will no longer be a prey; and I will judge 
between one sheep and another. 

      “Then I will set over them one shepherd, My 
servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed 
them himself and be their shepherd. “And I, the 

LORD, will be their God, and My servant David will be 
prince among them; I the LORD have spoken. 

-Ezekiel 34:20-24 



The blind man = a sick sheep in 
need of healing, marginalized and 

in need of being brought back 



The Pharisees = bad shepherds 

Ezekiel 34:4 You have not strengthened 
the weak or healed the sick or bound up 

the injured. You have not brought back the 
strays or searched for the lost. You have 

ruled them harshly and brutally. 



Jesus = The Good Shepherd  

I will search for the lost and bring back 
the strays. I will bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak, but the sleek and 

the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the 
flock with justice.  

-Ezekiel 34:16 



Layer 1 - John 9 

Layer 2 - Cultural understanding 
of sheep/shepherding 

Layer 3 - Ezekiel 34 

Layer 4 - The Feast of 
Dedication (Hanukkah)



Layer 1 - John 9 

Layer 2 - Cultural understanding 
of sheep/shepherding 

Layer 3 - Ezekiel 34 

Layer 4 - The Feast of 
Dedication (Hanukkah)



“The Festival of Dedication celebrates the victory of the 
Maccabean revolt against the oppressive Syrian ruler 

Antiochus Ephiphanes the IV. It recalled both the renewal of 
Temple worship and the institution of national independence, 

like the 4th of July or like, say the celebration of the end of 
apartheid and the freedom of the South African people. But 

by Jesus’ day, the political scene had shifted again. The 
independent Jewish kingdom established by the Maccabean 

revolt had not lasted long. In the time of Jesus, Judea was 
ruled by a Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, and the Jewish 

people were once again under the thumb of a foreign power. 
The celebration of Hanukkah—the Festival of Dedication—
under these circumstances would have been a time when 
the Jewish people looked back nostalgically to an era of 

past national glory and, more dangerously, looked forward in 
hope to Israel’s future liberation.”  

-Richard Hays, Reading Backwards



“The ‘good shepherd’ is not simply a consoler who 
promises to care for the souls of those who believe. 

Rather, Jesus is staking symbolic claim to be the 
new David, the restorer and ruler of Israel. But he has 
said all this in figurative language.” - Richard Hays, 

Reading Backwards 



 “‘I will make a covenant of peace with them and rid the land 
of savage beasts so that they may live in the wilderness and 
sleep in the forests in safety. I will make them and the places 
surrounding my hill a blessing. I will send down showers in 

season; there will be showers of blessing. The trees will 
yield their fruit and the ground will yield its crops; the people will 

be secure in their land. They will know that I am the LORD, 
when I break the bars of their yoke and rescue them from the 

hands of those who enslaved them. They will no longer be 
plundered by the nations, nor will wild animals devour 

them. They will live in safety, and no one will make them afraid. I 
will provide for them a land renowned for its crops, and they will 
no longer be victims of famine in the land or bear the scorn of 
the nations. Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am 
with them and that they, the Israelites, are my people, declares 

the Sovereign LORD. You are my sheep, the sheep of my 
pasture, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign LORD.’ ” 

-Ezekiel 25:31 


