A NEW YEAR,
A NEW YOU

2 Corinthians 5:14-21
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We are therefore Christ's ambassadors as though
God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to
God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for

"ighteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:14-21

Us, so that in him we might become the
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... Therefore, it anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come...

2 Corinthians 5:17



A new creation Is hard to see...
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A new creation happens from the Inside
OUL.



“The final consummation of the Redeemer’s
kKingdom in heaven is descripbed, Rev. 21:5, in the
same terms. 'He that sat upon the throne said,
Sehold | make all things new.” The inward spiritual
change in every believer is set forth In the same
words, because it is the type and necessary
condition of this great cosmical change. VWhat
would avail any concelvable change in things
external...
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...If the heart remained a cage of unclean birds”
The apostle therefore says that if any man is in
Christ he experiences a change analogous to that
oredicted by the prophets and like to that which
we still anticipate when the earth shall become
neaven. ‘Old things are passed away; behold, all
things have become new.” Old opinions, views,
plans, desires, principles, and affections are

passed away...
(continued...)




...new views of truth, new principles, new
apprehensions of the destiny of man, and new
feelings and purposes fill and govern the soul.”

Charles Hodge, Geneva Series of Commentaries of
1&2 Corinthians



...Ihe old is gone...

2 Corinthians 5:17



A new creation lives for Christ.



"The renewed man acts upon new principles, by
new rules, with new ends, and in new company.
1he believer is created anew; his heart is Not
merely set right, but a new heart is given him. He
s the workmanship of God, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works. Though the same as a
man, he is changed in his character and conduct.

These words must and do mean more than an
outward reformation.

(continued...)



The man who formerly saw no beauty in the Savior
that he should desire him, now loves him above all
things.”

Matthew Henry



A new creation is compelled by the love of
Christ.
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SO from now on we regard no one from a worldly
point of view. Though we once regarded Christ In
this way, we do so no longer.

2 Corinthians 5:16
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A Message and Ministry of Reconciliation



‘God is the source of reconciliation, while Paul is
his iInstrument in bringing it to fruition.”

2 Corinthians, The NIV Application Commentary
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Makoto Fujimara, Refractions, A Journey of Faith, Art,
and Culture



